


Prelude 

“Advent Hymn” 
 

3YJ 
 

apb: Christy Nockels 



Welcome to Community of  the Cross 

Lutheran Church 



1) Nurture the community within our congregation 

2) Encourage the community within our neighborhood 

3) Transform the various communities where our 

members live and work with the love of God 

“Touching Lives with the Love of God” 



Advent Litany 

P: Advent is a time to be filled with anticipation and hope. 
C: We wait and hope for the One who will bring 
light to the darkness. 
 
 P: Advent is a time to remember that God’s love extends 
to all people. 
C: We wait and hope for the One who will bring 
justice. 



Advent Litany 

P: Advent is a time to renew our determination. 
C: Advent is a time to strive for understanding. 
 
P: We wait and hope for the One who will bring peace. 





Advent Wreath 

Candle Lighting 





Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 
ELW #240 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 
Let the light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel,  
God fulfills the promise. 



In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light my strength my song 
This Cornerstone this solid ground 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love what depths of peace 

When fears are stilled when strivings cease 
My comforter my all in all 

Here in the love of Christ I stand 

In Christ Alone 



In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless Babe 

This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 

'Til on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For ev'ry sin on Him was laid 

Here in the death of Christ I live 



There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 

Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 

Bought with the precious blood of Christ 



No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 

From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 

No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 

CCLI Song #3350395 
© 2001 Thankyou Music  

Keith Getty / Stuart Townend  
For use solely in accordance with the SongSelect Advanced Terms of Agreement. All rights Reserved. www.songtouch.com 
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Call to Worship /  Invocation 

  
P: We worship in the name of the Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 



Confession and Forgiveness 

P:    God of Light, 
C:    we have lived in darkness for too long. We build 
walls of isolation so high the sun is no longer visible. 
We stumble down dark alleys in a useless search for 
real meaning. Holy God, draw us closer to you, 
forgive our sin, and fill our lives with your light and 
life and truth. 



P: Our God is Light and in God is real life. God has 
brightened your days with real hope and exposed every dark 
corner of your life with true forgiveness. The Light of the 
World is Jesus Christ, God’s Son, who died for you on the 
cross and rose in resurrected glory to give life to a dead 
world.  On account of Christ, I declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins. 
C: Praise God for light and life! 



Kyrie 



Hymn of Praise 



P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.  

Greeting 



P: Let us pray. 
C:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By 
your merciful protection alert us to the threatening 
dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of 
justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

Prayer of the Day 





Children’s Sermon 

Presenter:  Terry Peterson 



First Reading 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 



The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill 
the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous 
Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved 
and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by 
which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 



L: Word of God. Word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 



Second Reading 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13  



How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the 
joy that we feel before our God because of you? Night and 
day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face 
and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. Now may our 
God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to 
you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in 
love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for 
you.  



And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you 
may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming 
of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.  



L: Word of God. Word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 





Gospel Acclamation 



Gospel 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 21st chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 



[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and 
on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and 
the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming 
upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they 
will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great 
glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” Then he told them a 
parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout 
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already 
near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the 
kingdom of God is near.   



Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have 
taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with 
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does 
not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on 
the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have 
the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand 
before the Son of Man.” 



P: The Gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 







Hymn of the Day 

“Rejoice, Rejoice Believers”  

 
ELW #244, v.1 & 2 

 



Offering 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  

 
Jubilation Ringers 

 
by Sandra Eithun   

 



Offertory 

“Create in Me a Clean Heart” 
 

ELW #186 



Create in Me a Clean Heart 



Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy  Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. 



On the third day he rose again, he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 



Prayers 

P: Lord in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 



The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 



P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his 
 face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord 
 look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Blessing / Benediction 

C: Amen.   
 We are all called to be ministers -     (CCLC Mission Statement) 

 Welcomed by the love of Jesus Christ,  
 Nurtured in faith by the Holy Spirit,  
 Sent to share God’s promises with others.  



P:   Go in peace to touch lives with the love of God. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

Touching Lives  
 

 

with the  

Love of God 





Sending Song 

“Prepare Ye, The Way Of The Lord”  
 

from Godspell, the Musical 
 

(Please sing some phrases with us and  
then feel free to exit while singing!) 


